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Biennales 

 
    The word Biennale derives from the Italian word “biennial” and it is a large-scale 
event that reoccurs every two years. The term Biennale is commonly utilized amongst 
the art world, describing a large-scale international artist event, which ranges across a 
multitude of media depending upon its focus.  
    For example the Berlinale is the Berlin international film festival, focusing 
specifically on film whereas the Venice Biennale (La Biennale di Venezia) focuses on 
contemporary art.  
    The Venice Biennale is acknowledged as the first artist biennale, dating back to 1895 
and was originally designed to become a world fair focused on art. There are currently 
at least 98 biennales worldwide, and this non-commercial event allows artists to 
platform internationally and showcase what each country is currently creating.   
 

 
 
Above is an image from the 56th Venice Biennale, all the worlds futures, which runs 
from the 9th of May until the 22nd of November 2015, in Venice, Italy. The artwork 
featured above is The Key in the Hand: the feature installation of the Japanese Pavilion 
by Chiharu Shiota. It features thousands of donated keys that are dangling over an 
entwined length of blood red string, creating a powerful image appearing much like a 
forest canopy. 
	  
http://www.thedoublenegative.co.uk/2015/05/in-pictures-the-56th-venice-biennale/ 
http://theconversation.com/explainer-what-is-a-biennale-26516 
http://www.labiennale.org/en/biennale/history/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biennale 



Art Fairs 
 
  An art fair is an international event, which happens in a variety of cities across the 
globe. It is a way for regional commercial galleries to showcase and promote chosen 
artists of their liking.  
  It is also a way for unrepresented artists to hire a small space, albeit pricey. Each 
gallery is allocated a small space within the art fair, creating hundreds of miniature 
exhibitions under the one roof.  
 

 
 
  Above is an image from the Melbourne Art Fair situated at the Royal Exhibition 
Building, Carlton, Australia. 
  It is a contemporary yearly event, showcasing national artists, running for 4 days every 
August where you can go and purchase works of your liking.  
 
 
http://www.thatcreativefeeling.com/wp-
content/uploads/Art_Melbourne_09_opening_night_pictures_021.jpg 
http://melbourneartfair.com.au/art-fair/about/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Commercial Galleries 
 
   A commercial gallery is a business where an artist is represented by the gallery. 
Commercial galleries typically hold a “stable” of artists that they hold exhibitions for, 
where the public can come in and purchase work that appeals to them.  
   For this reason it is commercial as the main goal here is profit to keep the gallery 
running. Typically the gallery takes 45% to 50% commission on works sold by the 
artist, as the gallery pays for the space, promotion, exhibition, staff etc.  
 
 
          

 
 
  Above is an image I took at Tolarno Galleries, a commercial gallery located at 
Exhibition Street, Melbourne Australia. Featured in the gallery was a price list for their 
current exhibition Open Source by Tim Johnson.  
  The work above was/is priced at $16,000 dollars, thus a commercial galleries main 
feature is to attract buyers to sell the exhibiting work and promote the artist.   
http://tolarnogalleries.com 

	  

Yamantaka, 2015 
With Daniel Bogunovic 
Acrylic on Canvas 
182 x 151.5 cm 
	  



Institutional (public galleries and museums) 
 

 
 
 
  An institutional gallery is a government run gallery that is not commercial. 
Institutional galleries collect and acquire work to exhibit for the benefit of the public 
and future generations, not to sell.  
  Above is a photograph I took of an artwork I saw at the kaleidoscopic turn from the 
NVG (National Gallery of Victoria) collection at the Ian Potter Centre, Federation 
Square, Melbourne.  
  The NVG is the oldest public art gallery in Australia and its main feature is that it 
provides the public with diverse exhibitions and work to see for free as it contains over 
70,000 works spanning over thousands of years. 
   Institutional galleries collect work both internationally and nationally, as they acquire 
collections and works from a range of different artists, cultures and artistic movements.  
 
http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stanislaus Ostoja 
Kotkowski  
The Planet 1966 
Plastic collage and synthetic 
polymer paint on plywood 



Artist-Run Initiatives (ARI) or Artist Run Spaces 
 
   An Artist-Run Initiative or Artist Run Space is a great alternative to commercial 
galleries.  Typically called a group or collective, Artist Run Spaces allow an artist to 
showcase their work without needing to be represented through a commercial gallery.   
   The artist therefore receives all earnings on work sold, although they pay for the rent 
or show/exhibition that they are holding in such a space.  
 
  For example West Space is an Artist Run Space that is a non-profit artist led 
organisation, located on Bourke Street, Melbourne. It is free for the public to visit and 
allows a great platform for both national and international artists to engage in 
showcasing their work to the public.  
 

 

 
 
Above is an image of the west space gallery, as you can see it is focused on creating an 
artist run space that is also a very contemporary space.  
 
http://westspace.org.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community Galleries 
 

  A community gallery in Australia is one that is run by the local council. The local 
council of Glen Eire runs a community gallery (the Glen Eire city council gallery) which 
is much like an artist space as local artists have the opportunity to rent a space & 
exhibit in shows.  
  Unlike an artist space though, a community gallery often collects & acquires work 
though on a much smaller scale compared to large institutional galleries. Currently 
Glen Eire gallery holds more than 270 works.  
  A community gallery is not for profit as it is a way to showcase local artists and their 
collection for free within the community.  
 

 
 

 http://www.gleneira.vic.gov.au/Connect/Arts_and_culture/Gallery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Alternative Art spaces e.g. Pop-ups/Commissioned projects/Warehouses 
 
   Alternative art spaces are places such as streets, trams, garages that are unusual spaces 
for artists to communicate to their audience without being confined to showcasing 
within a galleries walls.  
   The dirty dozen, which is situated by the subway in an underpass beneath Degraves 
Street, Melbourne is an alternative space. 
   It displays 12 glass cabinets showcasing artists, and unless you aren’t in a hurry, you 
might miss it on your morning commute. Artists apply through an application selection 
and if successful the exhibition space is provided free of charge.  
   It is not for profit as you cannot actually buy the work and it is free for the public to 
view since it is situated in an open public space.  
 
 

 
 
http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au/Placestogo/Galleries/Public/PublishingImages/26041Large.jpg 
http://www.creativespaces.net.au/managed-space/the-dirty-dozen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Private Museums/Galleries 
 

  A private museum such as Mona (Museum of old and new art) in Hobart, Tasmania, 
is an example of a privately owned gallery that is not owned by the government and at 
the same time is not for profit.  
 Much like an Institutional gallery a private museum collects and acquires work to 
showcase to the public.  
  David Walsh is the private owner of Mona, which has been running since 2011 and is 
the largest privately funded museum in Australia with a collection of over 400 art 
works.  
  As it is called the Museum of old & new art, Walsh collects a diverse mixture of 
antiquities and modern art. 
 
 

 
 
https://www.mona.net.au 
http://www.discovertasmania.com.au/home/top-10-attractions/attraction-2 


